
 

 
 

Press release 

 
Organizations must lead technology change to attain business advantage 

 

TERI digital libraries conference opens with a ‘knowledge’ roadmap for Smart Future  

 
New Delhi, December 13, 2016: The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) inaugurated the fifth edition 
of the International Conference on Digital Libraries (ICDL) 2016 in New Delhi, today. The theme of ICDL 
2016 is Smart Future—Knowledge Trends that will Change the World.  
 
The four-day conference is a part of TERI’s on-going efforts to create a better world for future 
generations through the adoption of new digital technologies. ICDL 2016 will not only create a roadmap 
for a smart future, but it will also try to tell us how to prepare ourselves for new challenges and 
opportunities in this transformative digital age. 
 
The three strategic objectives of the conference, include predicting the future, preparing for the future 
and, finally, taking requisite actions to apply this knowledge to create, what is being called the ‘Smart 
Future’.   
 
With five billion more people set to join the virtual world, digital connectivity is set to expand further and 
very rapidly. With this, it will usher gains in productivity, health, education, quality of life, and economic 
productivity, among others. In this context, organisations today must be agile and adaptive to be able to 
easily connect, transfer and share knowledge, deal with big data sets and, finally, find innovative ways to 
engage with their communities to achieve desirable and sustainable socio-economic outcomes.  
 
Dr Ajay Mathur, Director-General, TERI, while underscoring the importance of national approaches to 
managing knowledge, especially through the adoption of new digital technologies in this digital era, said: 
“The core objective of the International Conference on Digital Libraries (ICDL) 2016 conference is to 
discuss perspectives on how planning for smart cities and other important aspects of our emerging urban 
lives must factor in the increasingly crucial role played by sophisticated and appropriate ICT tools and 
software services to intelligently manage, analyse and predict,  how our smart future could look like. This 
will ensure how countries and their institutions plan and build entirely new ecosystems in areas such as 
public security, air quality and pollution, public health environmental sustainability, socioeconomic 
innovation, participatory governance, better public services, planning and collaborative decision-making.” 
 
Ms Donna Scheeder, IFLA President & Deputy Chief Information Officer, Congressional Research 
Service, Library of Congress, USA, said, “It is important for an institution to lead the change technology 
than lead by external sources to gain business advantage. There is a need to bridge the digital knowledge 
gap across the globe. This can also help in achieving the goal of eradicating poverty.” 
 
 



 
 
 
 
This year the conference is being graced by dignitaries from India and abroad, notably by  
Ms Donna Scheeder, IFLA President & Deputy Chief Information Officer, Congressional Research Service, 
Library of Congress, USA. Dr P K Bhattacharya, Fellow and Area Convenor also delivered the vote of 
thanks during the inauguration. 
 
A total of 120 speakers from 22countries will be participating in more than 30 sessions during the 
summit. The conference will witness a vibrant mix of academic papers, practitioner presentations, 
seminars, keynotes, discussions, workshops, and exhibitions by national and international conference 
delegates on a range of themes and subjects like innovation and knowledge management, social media 
and analytics, Big Data, analytics and artificial intelligence, new digital technologies like cloud computing 
and the Internet of Things, among others. 

 
About ICDL 
The journey of ICDL began in 2004 with financial and intellectual support from the Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India. Several Digital Library (DL) luminaries came forward and joined hands with TERI to make 
this event a grand success. The first conference was inaugurated by late Hon’ble Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, the then 
President of India. Seeing overwhelming responses from all corners — government, librarians, and publishers - 
ICDL was repeated in 2006, 2010 and 2013. 
Download the ICDL mobile app from Play Store to remain updated on the conference details. ICDL2016 app 
 
About TERI 
The Energy and Resources Institute is an independent, not-for-profit, research institute focused on energy, 
environment, and sustainable development and devoted to efficient and sustainable use of natural resources. 
Since its inception in 1974, TERI has emerged as an institution of excellence for its path-breaking research, and 
is a global brand widely respected by political leaders, policy makers, corporate entities as well as the civil 
society at large. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Pallavi Singh at TERI: +91 9873191597 I pallavi.singh@teri.res.in 
Sharat Shyam at Avian Media: +91 9953860601 I sharat@avian-media.com 
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