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Panel Session with IPCC Chair and Indian Business Leaders
Wednesday 13 November 2024 | 1800 hrs to 1845 hrs
Background

The Sixth Assessment Report (AR 6) of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
mirrors climate realities for India and even though assessments are global in scale, it
has given projections for India that will help define its development pathways vis-a-vis
its climate change realities. The Sixth Assessment Report has confirmed the dire
consequences that await humanity if urgent actions are not taken to mitigate the key
drivers for climate change.

The IPCC AR 6 has also reiterated what has already been known for some time, i.e.
Indian subcontinent is and will be most impacted by climate change. This is not only
because the subcontinent lies in a higher temperature tropical zone but also because
there are loops that are related to higher population, ecological degradation and
unsustainable patterns of production and consumption.

In Focus

India, at the centerstage, is bound to showcase its leadership and inevitably crucial role
in global efforts to address climate change as well as the COP 29 negotiations. While
India is on its pathway for implementing its NDCs, there is a need to raise its climate
ambition in short and medium term. India also has to better adapt to climate change by
enhancing investments in development programmes in sectors vulnerable to climate
change, particularly agriculture, water resources, Himalayan region, coastal regions,
health and disaster management. TERI acknowledges that non-state actors, particularly
businesses, play a vital role by understanding the opportunities of low-carbon economy
and challenges on one hand, and by mobilizing resources and offering know-how and
solutions, on the other. Leading market players from Indian Industry have come together
to sign an ‘Industry Charter for Near Zero Emissions Ambition by 2050’ instituted by
TERI. Since its inception, the Industry Charter has emerged as an important step for the
Indian industry to voluntarily commit themself to decarbonisation measures.

Given the projections of climate and development challenges, India has an opportunity
to pioneer a new low carbon development pathway which finds synergies with
compulsions of climate constraint world. It doesn’t have a choice and cannot pursue a
model of advanced economies. India has an opportunity to explore its own unique
trajectory which will not only advance its economic prospects but also prepare itself to
raise its climate ambition by leveraging its strengths.

The interactive session with IPCC Chair and Indian Business Leaders will delve deeper
into implications of the key findings of IPCC AR6 Report followed by Industry
deliberations on opportunities that lie ahead of India to embrace an inclusive and green
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development pathway by leveraging its strengths, innovative
technologies and climate friendly approaches of development. The short- and mid-term
actions to address externalities and impacts of climate change would be extremely
crucial for implementation of NDCs and raising India’s climate ambition.

Agenda Flow and Speakers:

Timings

Particulars

18:00 — 18:05 hrs

18:05 — 18:20 hrs

18:20 - 18:22 hrs

18:22 — 18:40 hrs

18:40 — 18:45 hrs

Welcome by Mr RR Rashmi, former Special Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change, Government of India; and Distinguished Fellow, TERI
Presentation on IPCC Key Findings and Nexus of Science-Policy-Business

e  Prof Jim Skea, IPCC Chairman
Launch of Online Portal showcasing inputs of signatory companies of Industry Charter for Near-
Zero Emissions Ambition by 2050 instituted by TERI
Panel Discussion with Indian Business Leaders
Moderated by Mr RR Rashmi, former Special Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change, Government of India; and Distinguished Fellow, TERI
Panelists:

e Mr Ankit Todi, Chief Sustainability Officer, Mahindra Group

e Mr Mahendra Singhi, MD & CEO, Dalmia Cement (Bharat) Ltd

e Dr. Rambabu Paravastu, Chief Sustainability Officer, Greenko Group of Companies

Followed by Q&A with participants

Vote of Thanks by Mr Arupendra Nath Mullick, Vice President, TERI Council for Business
Sustainability
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