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Abstract from recent news: 

India is the third most polluting country in the world after 
the US and China, who have signed a major bilateral 
climate deal, wherein the US will reduce its carbon 
emissions by 26-28% below its 2005 level by 2025 and 
China will reach the peak of its harmful carbon dioxide 
emissions around 2030. 

Diesel and heavy vehicles, considered among most 
polluting vehicles, have drawn the Indian judiciary’s 
attention in the past few months.  States Governments are 
also coming out with various measures by bringing out 
sustainable transportation models in each state by 
implementing strict rules and new policies. The State 
government will also develop enough infrastructures to 
encourage use of public transport. 

A 2014 WHO survey of more than 1,600 cities ranked 
Delhi as the most polluted, partly because of the 8.5 
million vehicles on its roads, with 1,400 more added every 
day. Delhi Government Odd-Even policy not only able to 
reduce the air pollution in the city but also played a major 
role in smoothing the city transport system. 

Road transport minister Nitin Gadkari said recently that his 
ministry has prepared a vehicle-scrapping policy and 
would present it before the Cabinet by February end. 
Scrapping old, gas-guzzling and polluting vehicles may 
help improve air quality in Indian cities and create demand 
for more modern counterparts that are fuel-efficient, non-
polluting and safer. 
 
Other solutions for reducing traffic congestion are that 
Government ban roadside parking (The capacity of the 
road is reduced by 60 per cent due to parking on both 
sides), redesigning city roads, and introducing new cycling 
tracks. Beside that implementing High speed rail programs 
which have been successful in Japan, China and several 
European countries will reduced journey times that impact 
individuals and business, mode shifts from more polluting 
air and road transport and consequently, lower road 
congestion. With this Government should also improve the 
existing rail system. 
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o Air transport registered carrier departures  

 Road transport 

o Passenger cars per 1,000 people  

o Motor vehicles per 1,000 people  
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o Roads, passengers carried  

o Roads, total network  

o Roads paved  

o Road density  
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