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in Europe and the USA. He has been a Director of one of HP’s Research Labs in Palo Alto and he
has been a consultant to Industry and Governments for many years, especially also to the USA
NSF, the German DFG and the European Commission.

His areas of expertise include distributed data repositories outside and inside the Internet (e.g.
unstructured, semi-structured and structured information), information mining and retrieval, Web
services and business processes. He and his team have intensively worked on their application to
complex systems like digital libraries, cultural heritage, e-science, e-commerce, and e-government.
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He has served in all capacities on many conference committees and was PC Chair and General
Chair, among others, of VLDB, ICDE, OTM, WISE, SAINT, JCDL and ECDL and various IFIP
working conferences.
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